
 

 

The theme of the 127th meeting of the Comité des Travaux Historiques et Scientifiques 
(CTHS),  held in Nancy 15-20 April 2002, was “The Working World Today” (“Le Travail à 
l’époque contemporaine”)  
 
Under the auspices of the CHP, Sébastien Richez, a doctoral candidate at the Centre de 
Recherches en Histoire Quantitative (CRHQ) of the University of Caen presented the 
following paper:  “Le facteur rural au travail, le cas de dix-huit tournées ornaises au XIXe et 
XXe siècles”  (“The rural mail carrier at work: the case of eighteen rounds in the 
Department of the Orne in the 19th and 20th centuries”)  
 

Abstract:  

During the 19th century the creation of new jobs in tertiary industries was part of the State’s 

expanding prerogatives. The position of postal mail carrier, especially the rural carrier, played an 

important role in the process of equal work opportunities. A new occupation, known in the rural 

world as “la tournée” (“rounds”), was born when France began universal daily mail distribution 

to all points in the country and postal duties became more diversified.  Although this occupation 

was easily recognizable within popular culture, the precise activities performed by the rural mail 

carrier during his tournée remain unknown.  

Debates in the National Assembly, four long reports on the operations of postal service in the 

second half of the 19th century, the postal regulation and budget reports housed in the Postal 

Museum in Paris, and above all the eighteen unpublished summaries of the rounds of mail 

carriers in the department of the Orne between 1898 and 1921 preserved by the Postal Museum 

in Caen allow us to extrapolate a concrete description of a carrier’s daily rounds.  Working 

without interruption, the difficulty of the carrier’s labor was compounded not so much by the 

weight of the mail as by the continuous march he was forced to endure over uneven terrain. Their 

itinerary referred to as “the impracticable march,” each carrier’s situation was different, the 

number of kilometers traveled, the amount of mail carried, and the time required could vary on a 

daily basis.  
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Edited by Dominique Barjot, the acts of this conference were published as Le travail à l’époque 

contemporaine, Editions du Comité des travaux historiques et scientifiques, 2005, 427 pp. 


